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The church family has embarked on a similar project before 
to give us the extended worship area in the Church Family Centre.  
In comparison, the church extension, which was started in 1987 
with a project cost of over £600,000, was mainly funded through 
direct giving from members of the church family.  If we were 
considering that project now, inflation would have increased the 
project cost to over £1,000,000. 

The church hall project similarly needs considerable and 
real support from the church family, although for this project  
significant funding from other sources would be, hopefully, more 
forthcoming than with the church extension. 

RespondingRespondingRespondingResponding    
During the week, the project team and church leadership 

would love to know your thoughts about the hall redevelopment 
and, most importantly, what you have heard through prayer. To 
help you with this, whether as an individual or as a cell meeting 
together to ponder the project, the enclosed prayer leaflet ’The Way 
Forward’ has been produced to help you. Please jot down any notes 
and thoughts on the bricks provided with this leaflet and leave 
them by the information board in church.  They will be used to 
pray into at the Friday prayer gathering on the 13th January.  
Also please prayerfully consider a definitive response to the 
project overall, fill in the response slip appropriately and bring to 
church on Sunday 15th January.  These will be collected and used 
to guide the leadership into discerning God’s will for redeveloping 
the Church Hall. 

With many thanks, in anticipation of all your prayers 
and support in this matter. 
 

John Saxon 
On behalf of the Project Team and Church Leadership
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Response FormResponse FormResponse FormResponse Form    
    

Having prayerfully considered the proposed church hall redevelopment 
project, I believe that 

 
The church should proceed along the lines detailed in the project brief 
and I would be willing to support the project in prayer and other ways 

as I am able. 
 

The church hall redevelopment project should consider other factors as 
mentioned below. 
 
(Please indicate option by deleting as necessary and add any 
comments in box below) 
 
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
Please state your relationship with the church family (Delete as appropriate) 

 
Regular worshipper at church (more than twice monthly) 

Occasional worshipper at church (less than twice monthly))))    
    
    

Please give your name here ___________________________________________Please give your name here ___________________________________________Please give your name here ___________________________________________Please give your name here ___________________________________________    

    

 



The Way ForwardThe Way ForwardThe Way ForwardThe Way Forward ~ Prayer! ~ Prayer! ~ Prayer! ~ Prayer!    
Many questions have to be asked and answered before the 

project can progress.  They should all be asked in the light of ‘How ‘How ‘How ‘How 
does this help the church fulfil its mission of experiencing and does this help the church fulfil its mission of experiencing and does this help the church fulfil its mission of experiencing and does this help the church fulfil its mission of experiencing and 
expressing the love and presence of God at the heart of the expressing the love and presence of God at the heart of the expressing the love and presence of God at the heart of the expressing the love and presence of God at the heart of the 
community?’community?’community?’community?’  Such questions may be:- 

� How are we going to serve the local community with a new 
church hall? 

� How are we going to serve the church family with a new 
church hall 

� What other activities may be able to happen with a 
redeveloped hall? 

� Does a new hall have a positive or negative effect on the 
Church Family Centre and its use? 

� What facilities does the hall have to have? 
� Should we commit to such a big project? 
These are not questions of detail, but of discerning God’s plan 

for the future. Use these questions as starting points for your 
thoughts or discussions and explore possibilities, both logically 
and imaginatively!  In conclusion, bring them before God in 
prayer. Of course, cells are encouraged to use this week to focus on the 
project in discussion and prayer, but so is everyone in their personal 
prayer times.  Topic areas to pray into may be :- 

• For the community of St Johns 
• For the current church hall users 
• For prospective new church hall users 
• For the church groups using the hall 
• For the project finances 
But remember, do not necessarily pray through a shopping 

list of needs or questions; this needs to be a time of listening.  



The church leadership needs to ensure we follow the right path and 
so do not over stretch or misdirect our resources.   

Praying TogePraying TogePraying TogePraying Togetherthertherther    
To watch and listen together the following times of corporate 

prayer have been planned in the church family centre:- 
Monday 9Monday 9Monday 9Monday 9thththth January January January January    7 7 7 7 ---- 7.30 pm 7.30 pm 7.30 pm 7.30 pm    

Tuesday 10Tuesday 10Tuesday 10Tuesday 10thththth January January January January    10 10 10 10 ---- 10.30 am 10.30 am 10.30 am 10.30 am    
Wednesday 11Wednesday 11Wednesday 11Wednesday 11thththth January January January January    1 1 1 1 ---- 1.30 pm 1.30 pm 1.30 pm 1.30 pm    

Thursday 12Thursday 12Thursday 12Thursday 12thththth January January January January    10 10 10 10 ---- 10.30 am 10.30 am 10.30 am 10.30 am    
Friday 13Friday 13Friday 13Friday 13thththth January January January January    8 8 8 8 ---- 10 pm 10 pm 10 pm 10 pm 

Please note down any thoughts or comments arising from 
your prayers on the ‘Brick’ below.  Bring them to the church and 
put them with others beside the Project Display Board.  Those 
collated before the Friday prayer meeting, will be specifically 
prayed into.  Do come if you can to any of the planned 
gatherings.  You would be most welcome to stay to all or just part 
of any meeting. 
 

    � 


